
Human milk banking:  

Brazilian model 

  

João Aprígio Almeida 



International Cooperation 





Human Milk Bank: Definition 
 

                                 

Specialized service responsible for the 

screening, collection, processing, storage, 

control of quality and distribution of donated 

human milk  

 

AND 

 

Responsible for the promotion, protection and 

support of breastfeeding 

 
 



                                OBJECTIVES 

 

• Promote, protect and 

support breastfeeding 

• Collect and distribute HM 

with certified quality 

• Contribute for infant 

mortality reduction 

• Add efforts to the National 

Pact for Mother/Neonate 

Mortality 

 

 
 



LANDMARKS 

 

1943 – First HMB – Fernandes Figueira 

Institute – Rio de Janeiro 

 

 Model imported from France  

 

 Collect and distribute HM for special cases: 

preterm, nutritional disorders and allergies 

 

FIRST FASE: 1943 – 1985 (12 HMB) 

 
                              



1985 - New model 
HMB as promoters of breastfeeding 



 

 

                              

ASSISTANCE TO BREASTFEEDING 

• Clinical management of  breastfeeding – hospitals and 

ambulatory services 

• Counseling on breastfeeding 

 



LANDMARKS 

 

1998 – Launched the project of the National 

Network of HMB (104 HMB) 

 

2000 – I International Conference 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

    2001 – International 

recognition (54ª Health 

Assembly) 

 

 

      Sasakawi award 

 

                              

LANDMARKS 



 

2003 – Establishment of  National Day of                                              

Human Milk Donation - 1st October     

LANDMARKS 

2004 2005 2006 2007 

2008 2009 2011 
2010 



2005  - II International Conference - 

Establishment of the Latin American Network  

of HMBs                            





Programa de cooperación en la Programa de cooperación en la 

Región Iberoamericana, Región Iberoamericana, 

orientado para el intercambio de orientado para el intercambio de 

conocimiento y de tecnología en conocimiento y de tecnología en 

el campo de la lactancia materna el campo de la lactancia materna 

y BLH, como componentes y BLH, como componentes 

estratégicos para atingir los estratégicos para atingir los 

Objetivos de Desarrollo del Objetivos de Desarrollo del 

Milenio, con énfasis en la Milenio, con énfasis en la 

reducción de la mortalidad reducción de la mortalidad 

infantilinfantil

MisiónMisión

CooperaciónCooperaciónCooperación MultilateralMultilateralMultilateral2007 - Iberoamerican Program of Human Milk Banks 



First Results 

Antecedent 



Results 

Human Milk 

Leite Humano 

178.696 (2011)  



Results 

Donnors 

 

205.733 (2011) 



Results 

Babies 

188.602 (2011) 



Results 

Breastfeeding  Assistance - 2011  

1.925.414 women 



Human Milk Banks 

Active (261) / Implantation (19) 

212 

14 

Results 



Brasília’s Letter 2010 

May 19 
 

World Human Milk Donation Day 

2010 – III International Conference  



Results 

Special Bulletin 

Official International Dates 

 

Mercosur - Ok  

South American – Ok 

 

Pan-American - under negotiation 

Ibero American - under negotiation 



… this is Juliana when she was 15 days old 



… this is Juliana today 



Juliana was born   

weighing 1250g 

 
MariaPaula  
donated milk to Juliana 

 
Thus, Philip became  
Juliana´s ¨milk  brother¨ 







... he managed  to do it !!!! 



? World Human Milk Donation Day 

Working together works !! 



World Human Milk Donation Day 


